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Obtain

Refuse

Seek Information

Socialize
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Obtain:  I want phở.

Refuse: I don’t want onions in 
my phở.

Seek Information:  Where’s 
the best phở place in Austin?  

Socialize:  Hi, do you want to 
go get phở for lunch?!

Core vocabulary words are high frequency, reusable, 
generic words.  They comprise 80-90% of the 
words we use.  Core Vocabulary is 
important because it promotes 
generative language.

Fringe vocabulary words are 
a set of low-frequency words 
that are specific to a person 
or activity.

Gail Van Tatenhove
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I want more.

I like.

I want go.

Finished!
All done!

You stop.

help.

What like?

soup

Coke

WWE

KFC!

Speech

bowling
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Erik's ability to make request using noun + verb combinations improved from 
successfully demonstrating the skill in 0/5 opportunities to 5/5 opportunities with 
minimal cues.  Following the mediated session, Erik was able to request “I want 

Usher”.  This required Erik to push “I,” “want” and then “Usher”. 
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Dozens 
of 
school 
routines 
in a 
school 
day.

Dozens of 
routines 
within a 
day at 
home.
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Give 
Access 
All Day

You open it. You like that! I want some!
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AsstistiveWare.com
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Send video beforehand modeling location of target vocabulary along with a script.

Word of the Week:  Showed symbol, the location and ideas for modeling.

Tips from 
Melissa Matthews, SLP
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“I think in our case, the 
communication device 
helped unlock some of 
the pathways to verbal 
language.  The repetition 
and visuals was kind of 
like a constant 
communication 
classroom.  One that was 
interesting and fun for 
Ollie.”


