
 
PHONEMIC AWARENESS AND EARLY SPELLING 

Schuele, 2012 (adapted from Clay, 1993) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ONE SOUND LETTER, NO SOUND ONE LETTER, TWO SOUNDS 
 

 
GOAL: Facilitate children’s application of phonemic awareness to spelling words. 

 
SPELLING LIST: cake, bake, make, gate, late, shake, choke, game, base, 
chase (CVC words, all silent E, including consonant digraphs) 
 
Prepare practice blocksheet for the week’s words. 
 
Day 1: Tell me the number of sounds. What are the sounds? Use manipulatives  
(e.g., fingers, blocks, teddybear counters) 
Guide children as a group through say word, stretch/iterate sounds in words, tell 
number of sounds, say sounds, say word. 
Day 2: Same as above and after segmenting into sounds, decide letter for each 
sound. Give children blocksheet; segment words and spell words as a group. 
Write words on blocksheet with guidance as needed. 
Day 3: Practice writing words with blocksheet; Practice writing words on regular 
paper. 
Day 4: Write words on regular paper. Remind children to segment and then 
write.  
Day 5: TEST; modification: allow child to take test using blocksheet. Note that 
blocksheet will need to be prepared ahead of time with blocks ordered as 
words will be presented.  
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 N
ote. *These phonem

e/graphem
e pairings illustrated that the qu graphem

es is used to represented tw
o phonem

es; note the u also represents a /w
/ 

in suede and suave, for exam
ple. Thus, it m

ight be m
ore accurate to suggest that q represents /k/ and u represents /w

/. The graphem
e x is used to 

represent tw
o phonem

es. S
peakers show

 dialect variation w
herein, for exam

ple, exit is pronounced by som
e speakers w

ith a m
edial /ks/ but by 

other speakers w
ith a m

edial /gz/.  
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 N
ote: * W

e have elected in this table not to differentiate betw
een stressed and unstressed syllable. ** The phonem

es /ju/ includes a consonant and 
vow

el. W
e have listed the com

bination here as a vow
el as it is often referred to as a vow

el. In truth, /ju/ creates /j/ blends, as in cube, beautiful, 
fuse, m

usic w
ith the consonant blend not represented in the orthography. It is likely these blends are declining as seen in the variable pronunciation 

of coupon.  
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N
ote: *In these w

ords, the graphem
e is used to represent tw
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SPELLING	LIST	

Unit	22,	First	Grade	(Houghton	Mifflin)	

	

Directions:	Create	phoneme-grapheme	guides	for	each	word.		

	

this when that with white bath down how back 

	

1.		

2.	

3.	

4.	

5.	

6.	

7.	

8.	

9.	

	



SPELLING	LIST	

Unit	23,	Second	Grade	(Houghton	Mifflin)	

	

Directions:	Create	phoneme-grapheme	guides	for	each	word.		

	

cow  
house  
town  
shut  
down   

mouse  
found  
loud 
brown  
ground  

could 
show  
towel  
pounce 

	

1.		

2.	

3.	

4.	

5.	

6.	

7.	

8.	

9.	

10.	

11.	

12.	

13.	

14.	

	


